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HEALTH

COMMUNICATIONS, TECHNOLOGY,

AND THE INTERNET

Chairman Julius Genachowski
Federal Communications Commission
445 1ih Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Genachowski:

On December 1,2010 you announced that you were moving forward to adopt net neutrality
rules at the December 21,2010 Open Meeting.

I was heartened by the colloquy we shared on March 25, 2010 at an Energy and Commerce
Committee hearing where you stated, "Well, we are not in favor-- I am not in favor of regulating
the Internet." However, I am troubled by your indifference to the D.C. Circuit Court's April ruling
and your defiance of the bipartisan will of Congress by classifying Internet regulation as
permissible under the Communications Act and therefore under jurisdiction of the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC). This is in direct contradiction to your testimony before
Congress. I recommend you immediately postpone the adoption of these rules.

Moreover, a spokesman from the FCC was recently quoted saying, "The FCC has a very
open and transparent process of discussions and dialogues on all the many items that are under
review in each ofthe commissioner's offices." Your proposal speaks of transparency and
openness yet this vote comes just days before Christmas and after Congress adjourns for the year;
not to mention the 2,000 pages of documents filed by the Wireline Competition Bureau on Friday,
December 10, 2010 and Monday, December 13,2010. With the pre-Open Meeting sunshine
period beginning Tuesday, December 14, 2010, there is no time for Congress or the public to
review the information in a meaningful way.

The FCC's bold disregard of the law and the facts is troublesome. Furthermore, the FCC is
not a legislating body. If this vote is successful, I intend to work with my colleagues to
immediately move to enact a disapproval resolution through the Congressional Review Act as well
as subpoena the Commission to a hearing examining your reasoning for ignoring the D.C. Circuit
Court.
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I strongly urge you to release an immediate notification announcing the cancelation ofthis
vote. In the alternative, I would hope you pledge to vote "no" should this come before the
commissioners on December 21. I would ask that you respond to this request by delivery to my
office no later than noon on Friday, December 17, 2010.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

Q~~.~---
Member of Congress

cc. Chairman-elect Fred Upton
Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Robert McDowell
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn
Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker
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